


ASRHS Athletic Hall of Fame

Induction Dinner & Ceremony – November 5, 2016

6:00PM – 7:00PM

Cocktail Hour

7:00PM – 8:00PM

Buffet Dinner 

8:00PM – 9:30PM

Induction Ceremony

Pledge of Allegiance

Welcome Dr. Mary Malone

Introductions Jon Sweeney

Raffle & Silent Auction

2015 – 2017

ASRHS Athletic Hall of Fame Board

Jon Sweeney Chair

Tony Casavecchia Vice Chair

Dan Gleason Secretary

Jamie Lamoreaux Member

Joe Leone Member

Sue Copeland Member

Pat Kelly Member



ASRHS Athletic Hall of Fame

Class of 2016

Athletes Benefactor

Lorna Briggs Ken Blanchette

Roderick “Roddy” Brooks Coach

Shirley Woods Jane Steinberg    

Larry Morris Team

Mike Morris 1979 Boys Track &

Neal Connor Field Team 

Class of 2015

Athletes Benefactor

Rita Briggs Justin Lamoreaux

Dr. Charles S. Brown Coach

George Scullane Joe Hickey    

Joe Morris Team

Sue Heuman Nelsen 1980 Football Team

Shawn Murphy



Roderick “Roddy” Brooks 

Three sport starter

Senior year co-captain football, baseball, basketball

Outstanding Lineman Award - Junior and Senior

Class President – Junior and Senior 

University of Massachusetts

Athletic scholarship for football

Three year letterman 1963, 1965, 1966

Was co-captain of 1966 Yankee Conference Champion Team

First Team All Yankee Conference in 1966 as a Linebacker

Drafted by the NFL Detroit Lions.

Class of 1962



Shirley Woods 

Three sport starter – Field Hockey, Softball, Basketball

Co-Captain Basketball Team – 1980 & 1981

Score 782 points averaging 14 points and 10 rebounds/game

Lowell Sun All Star Basketball 1980 & 1981

Wachusett League All Star Basketball 1980 & 1981 

1981 Undefeated League Championship Basketball Team

1980 & 1981 Division II Central Mass                                                 

Sectional Championship Basketball Teams

1980 & 1981 State Finalist Runner-up Basketball

Class of 1981



Lorna Briggs 

Lorna was  the Senior Captain of Field Hockey, Basketball and 

Softball Teams 

All Star in Field Hockey and Basketball

Voted Most Valuable Player as a senior

Basketball

Averaged 17 points per game as a senior

Wachusett League Champions in 1980 with an undefeated 14-0 

record

Central Massachusetts Champions 1980

Runner-up State Finals in Division II 1980

Class of 1978



Neal Connor 

Member of the 1980 Super Bowl Champion Football Team

Member of 1979 and 1981 State Champion Track & Field Teams

Holds the MA State Record for Triple Jump distance at 50’4”

Inducted into the MA State Track Coaches Association Hall of Fame        

for the Triple Jump in 2016

Member of 1981 Ayer 4X100 Relay Team (with Mike, Larry and Jamie 

Morris) that holds the MA and New England record at 41 seconds

In 1981, in Triple Jump Competition, Neal was the League Champion, 

District Champion, State Champion and New England Champion

He participated in the 1981 Outdoor National Meet in Chicago and 

won the Silver Medal with a Triple Jump of 50’4”

Class of 1981



Mike Morris 

Member of the 1980 Super Bowl Champion Football Team

Member of 1979 and 1981 State Champion Track & Field Teams

He was voted All Central Mass., All State, and All New England in 

Track 1981

Holds the MA State Record for 100m at 10.4s

Holds the NE Championship Record for 100m at 10.36s

Inducted into the MA State Track Coaches Association Hall of Fame        

for Sprinting in 2016

Member of 1981 Ayer 4X100 Relay Team (with Larry and Jamie 

Morris Neal Connor) that holds the MA and New England record at 

41.2 seconds

Holds the Syracuse records for the 100m (10.32) and 200m (20.52)

Was an All-American in the 55 yard dash

Class of 1981



Larry Morris 

Captain of the 1980 Super Bowl Champion Football Team

Member of 1981 State Champion Track & Field Teams

Member of 1981 Ayer 4X100 Relay Team (with Mike and Jamie 

Morris and Neal Connor) that holds the MA and New England 

record at 41 seconds

Rushed for 1939 yards and 33 Touchdowns in 1980 breaking Joe’s 

records

Class of 1981



Ken “Froggy” Blanchette 

Member of the inaugural class at Ayer High School, graduating in 1967.

He lettered in basketball, under fellow Hall of Fame inductee Joe Hickey.

1985 to 2012 - Ken wrote full time for Nashoba Publishing in the sports 

department. 

Ken was committed to ensuring that the accomplishments of those in Ayer 

athletics would be known and devoted his life to lauding local athletes for 

their accomplishments on the field, floor, ice and diamond.

Ken began holding an annual event called  “Sports Night”, where student-

athletes from local high schools received a variety of awards. The theme 

of the night wasn’t that you had to be good at sports, but that you had to 

be a good person.

Ken used his time and his work to model for student athletes what it 

means to have sportsmanship.

Class of 1967Benefactor



Jane S Steinberg 

Panther Coaching Career spanned 4 decades 1971- 2006.

Coached Field Hockey, Softball, Basketball, Volleyball, Cross 

Country, Tennis and Track.

Central Mass Division III Basketball Championships in 1980 - 1981

State Finalist in Basketball 1980 -1981

Voted Lowell Sun Basketball Coach of the Year 3 times

Final record as Ayer Girl’s Basketball Coach 160-62

Coach of the Year for Softball in 2000

Central Mass Division III Championship in Softball 2000

Named Ayer High School Athletic Director 1991

Fought for equal pay for men and women in 1970’s



1979 Boys Track & Field 

League, District & State Champion Track & Field Team

Neal Connor voted All Central Mass, All State, and All New England 



Thank You 

The Ayer Shirley High School Athletic Hall of Fame Board 

wishes to thank the following people for their support and 

generosity.

Superintendent Dr. Mary Malone, Mr. Copeland, Mrs. Kelly, 

Mrs. Gleason, Mrs. Casavecchia, Mrs. Sweeney, Mrs. 

Lamoreaux, Justin Lamoreaux, Don Parker, Lowell Sun, 

Nashoba Publishing, Calvin Moore and Billiard’s Café, The 

Vineyard, Mitrano Removal Service, The Law Office of Thomas 

A. Gibbons, DJ Wiz and all the Ayer High School Alumni that 

have helped us put this program and evening together.



Congratulations 
Panther          

Hall of Fame 
Inductees!


